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Reception 

Autumn 1 

 

What 

happens in 

Autumn? 

Hook Core Fiction Book 

and Justification 

Core Non-Fiction 

Book and 

Justification 

Additional Books and  

Justification  

Poetry (Covered Once 

per Term) 

and Justification 

Primary links to 

Christian values 

A soft toy frog 

to be hidden 

in class with 

the story and 

then placed in 

different 

locations 

around the 

classroom 

each day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oi Frog - 

Cats sit on mats and 

hares sit on chairs but 

Frog does not want to 

sit on a log. Jam-

packed with humour, 

this animal themed 

book has been 

selected to improve 

children’s 

phonological 

awareness of sounds 

and rhymes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lift the Flap Questions 

& Answers about 

Animals - 

This fascinating book 

is full of facts about 

animals. It includes  

informative 

illustrations and over 

50 flaps to lift and 

look beneath. This 

book has been 

selected primarily as 

it links to animals and 

‘Oi Frog’. It also 

relates to the 

overarching topic 

question for the half-

term.  

 
Each Peach Pear Plum - 

A traditional rhyming 

book, which is a must 

read. Using pictures and 

words it introduces the 

very youngest of readers 

to a number of 

characters from 

traditional stories. 

 

 
The Koala Who Could- 

A book full of rhyme, 

about a koala who 

shows perseverance This 

funny rhyming story is 

about dealing with 

change and 

overcoming worries and 

it therefore supports 

No additional poetry 

books have been 

selected this half-term, as 

all the focus books 

include rhyming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compassion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Perseverance 
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children’s personal 

development.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Rhyming  

Rabbit –  

Rhyming Rabbit is 

always feeling lonely 

and left out, until he 

meets someone who 

also appreciates 

rhymes. 

Other books by Julia 

Donaldson will also be 

selected and focussed 

on across the year, to 

expose the children to 

a range of books, by 

the same author. 

 



The Bishops’ C of E School 

Reading Spine: Reading Curriculum (Year A) 

Revised June 2023  3 

Autumn 2 

 

What can 

you see in 

the dark? 

Make the 

room dark 

and watch 

footage of 

animals out at 

night, on the 

interactive 

whiteboard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Night Monkey and Day 

Monkey - 

Night Monkey and Day 

Monkey don’t think 

they have much in 

common but when 

they each spend time 

in the other's world, 

they learn to be the 

best of friends. This 

book promotes 

diversity and links to 

the topic for this half-

term. It also furthers the 

children’s knowledge 

of the author Julia 

Donaldson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Night Animals - 

 This non-fiction book 

includes interesting 

facts about animals 

that come out at 

night. It is full of 

engaging pictures 

and diagrams; it has 

been selected as it 

links to the topic 

question for the half-

term and will be used 

as a point of 

reference throughout.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The King Who Banned 

the Dark - 

A little boy who 

became King, was 

afraid of the dark and 

when he starts his reign, 

he tries his very best to 

ban it. However, he 

learns that things are 

not as always as they 

seem. This book links to 

the topic question for 

this half-term and 

provides a different 

perspective about the 

dark and nighttime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatever Next 

A must read, by Jill 

Murphy, all about baby 

bear’s late-night 

adventure to visit the 

moon. This book links to 

the topic for the half-

term, due to the 

concept of bedtime 

and nighttime being 

See Autumn 1.  

 

 

 

 

 

Forgiveness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Trust 
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explored and it also 

encourages children to 

strive to achieve their 

dreams. 

Spring  

1 

 

What 

would you 

like to 

explore? 

 

 

A mystery 

suitcase 

containing a 

map, 

compass 

appear in the 

classroom, 

containing a 

copy of Lost 

and Found! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost and Found - 

A must read, linked to 

the half-term topic 

question, ‘What would 

you like to explore? 

’This book outlines a 

little boy’s quest to 

return a lost penguin to 

his owner. Full of hope 

and friendship, it is a 

must read!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Little Explorer: A 

Premier Board Book – 

Learn all about the 

most influential 

explorers who 

searched the world 

far and wide in this 

engaging and 

colourful board book. 

This book builds is 

again linked to the 

overarching topic 

question.. 

 
The Boy Who Sailed the 

World – 

Again, linked to the 

topic question for this 

half-term, this book will 

be compared to 

comparison to the 

mission across the 

ocean, in Lost and 

Found. This book is all 

about courage and 

never giving up so it 

therefore also has links 

to PSHE. 

See Spring 2  

 

 

 

 

  

Compassion 

 
Courage 
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Martha Maps Out – 

Martha absolutely loves 

drawing and creating 

maps. She creates maps 

of everything-even her 

thoughts and dreams! 

This book promotes 

diversity and links to the 

topic question for this 

half-term, as it again 

relates to exploration 

and discovery. 

Spring 2 

 

What 

makes a 

good 

superhero? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A letter from 

Superpatato 

appears, 

asking the 

children for 

help! 

 
Supertato - 

This is an engaging 

must read, which links 

to the topic question 

for this half-term. 

Superpotato is always 

there when other need 

help… until he meets 

Evil Pea. Has he met his 

match? The children 

will follow supertato’s 

quest to defeat Evil 

Pea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Real Superheroes- 

This book provides 

recognition to all the 

essential workers who 

help us every day, 

from supermarket 

staff and firefighters, 

to doctors and 

nurses. This book aims 

reinforce the fact 

that not all 

superheroes wear 

capes and it links to 

 
Max the Brave –  

Max is brave, Max is 

fearless, Max is a mouse-

catcher but to be a 

mouse-catcher, Max 

needs to know what a 

mouse is, so off he goes 

to find out. This book 

provides the children 

with an alternative 

representation of a 

superhero to Supertato 

and builds their 

knowledge around 

characterisation. 

 
If I were a Superhero –  

An action poem, by Sally 

Grey, linked to hopes 

and aspirations. 

 
Courage 

 
Perseverance 



The Bishops’ C of E School 

Reading Spine: Reading Curriculum (Year A) 

Revised June 2023  6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the overarching topic 

question.  

 
The Journey Home - 

The ice is melting so 

Polar Bear sets off in 

search of a new home, 

making friends with 

other animals as he 

goes. This book 

introduces children to 

issues around 

conservation and global 

warming. It links to the 

previous topic in Spring 1 

and also what we can 

do to be a superhero 

and look after our 

planet. 

Summer  

1 

 

How does 

your 

garden 

grow? 

Children plant 

seeds and 

have a plant 

exploration 

activity in the 

classroom, 

before 

launching the 

topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar -    

This book follows the 

Very Hungry 

Caterpillar's journey 

from a tiny caterpillar 

to beautiful butterfly. It 

links to the topic 

question for this half-

term. It is by the same 

author as ‘The Tiny 

Seed’, which is 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Amazing Life 

Cycle of Plants - 

A non-fiction book, 

which is linked to the 

topic question for this 

half-term. This book 

explores the life cycle 

of plants, in an 

informative and child 

friendly way and will 

 
There’s a Tiger in the 

Garden –  

When Grandma says 

she’s seen a tiger in the 

garden, Nora doesn’t 

believe her. She’s too 

old to play Grandma’s 

silly games! Everyone 

knows that tigers live in 

See Summer 2.  

 

 

 

Respect 

 

Respect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compassion 
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explored in nursery, as 

a ‘book for pleasure’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

be referred to 

throughout the topic. 

 

jungles, not gardens. Or 

do they? This book 

again links to the topic 

question for this half-

term. 

Grandpa’s Garden –  

This story follows Billy 

from spring to summer, 

helping his grandpa on 

his vegetable patch. This 

book explores what 

plants need to grow, in 

a fictional context and 

reinforces the children’s 

understanding of the 

topic. 

Summer  

2 

 

What 

came 

before 

humans? 

Dinosaur 

footprints 

appear in the 

playground!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Dinosaur who 

Pooped a Planet -  

In this laugh-out-loud 

rhyming picture book, 

Danny and Dinosaur 

are off on an 

adventure in space! 

But when Danny 

realises he's forgotten 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very Important 

Dinosaurs - 

This is a non-fiction 

book, linked to the 

topic question for this 

half-term, full of facts 

about dinosaurs. This 

book will be used as 

a point of reference 

 
The Girl and the 

Dinosaur -  

In a town by the 

seaside, Marianne is 

often seen foraging on 

the beach. But she isn't 

playing with children her 

own age. Instead, 

 
Dinosaur, Dinosaur – 

A repetition poem, linked 

to dinosaurs, which can 

be told incorporating 

actions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compassion 

 

 

   Trust 

 

 

 

Trust 
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Dino's lunch box, the 

very hungry dinosaur 

eats everything in sight, 

including their only 

way back home: the 

rocket! This book links 

to the topic for this 

half-term and also 

reinforces the 

children’s knowledge 

and understanding of 

the world. 

throughout this half-

term,  

 

Marianne is alone, and 

digging for dinosaur 

bones to build a special 

sort of companion. One 

night her dream may 

come true. This book 

provides an alternative 

representation of a 

dinosaur character, 

which will be discussed. 

 
If I had a Dinosaur – 

Another book linked to 

dinosaurs and the topic 

for this half-term, this 

book is all about a little 

girl’s mission to find a 

dinosaur. It has links to 

‘Girl and the Dinosaur’ 

and ‘The Dinosaur who 

Pooped a Planet’ and 

can be used as a 

comparison text. 
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Year 1 

Autumn 1 

 

History – Life 

in the 1950s 

 

Science -

Amazing 

me (animals 

inc humans) 

  

PSHE – What 

is my 

community? 

Hook Core Fiction Book 

and Justification 

Core Non-Fiction 

Book and 

Justification 

Additional Books and  

Justification  

Poetry (Covered Once 

per Term) 

and Justification 

Primary links to 

Christian values 

A mystery 

skeleton 

appears in 

the 

classroom! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funny Bones – 

 This well-known story 

is all about some 

skeletons who live on 

a dark dark hill, in a 

dark dark town, on a 

dark dark street. This 

must-read links to the 

science unit for this 

half-term. It will also 

build on the 

children’s knowledge 

of Allan Ahlberg, the 

author of Each 

Peach Pear Plum, 

which is use 

reception class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Me and My Amazing 

Body – 

 This book provides a 

lively, easy-to-read, 

and easy-to-use 

introduction to 

anatomy. This book will 

be used as a point of 

reference, linked to 

Funny Bones and the 

science topic for this 

half-term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There’s a Rang Tan in my 

Bedroom – 

A little girl discovers a 

mischievous orangutan 

on the loose in her 

bedroom. She soon 

learns about the 

devastation that humans 

are causing to the 

orangutan’s habitat. This 

book uses repetition and 

can be compared to 

the repetitive structure 

used in Funny Bones. 

 
One Day in the 

Eucalyptus, Eucalyptus 

Tree -    

See Autumn 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

Forgiveness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perseverance 
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A snake eats a boy, the 

boy (from inside the 

snake’s tummy), 

encourages the snake 

to eat more, which he 

does. From grapes to 

bears, to a cat, to a 

beehive. This story has 

been selected as it uses 

repetition like the other 

non-fiction books for this 

half-term. It will also be 

compared to the 

familiar book, The Very 

Hungry Caterpillar, 

which was a focus book 

in reception.  

Autumn 2 
 

Geography 

– Our 

Country 

 

Science - 

Brilliant 

builders 

(materials) 

 

PSHE - What 

is money? 

Build a 

rainforest 

orchestra, 

using a 

range of 

different 

instruments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Kapok 

Tree- 

This book is a must 

read, which has 

important themes 

running throughout, 

around 

conservation. It 

provides context for 

the comparative 

element of the 

geography unit 

(involving 

comparing Brazil to 

the UK). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Inside the History 

of Britain - 

This book contains key 

facts and information, 

relating to what Britain 

was like in the past, 

including in the 1950s. 

It therefore relates to 

the geography unit for 

this half-term and links 

to the history unit from 

last half-term. As well 

as this, it also has links 

to the science and 

PSHE focus topics for 

this half-term. 

 
The Princess and 

 the Pea –  

This book is all about a 

princess’s quest to find a 

husband. It is set in Africa 

and it aims to provide 

the children with a wider 

knowledge of different 

cultures from around the 

world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       We are Britain – 

A poetry book, by 

Benjamin Zephaniah, 

celebrating the diversity 

of British society. It 

provides a unique portrait 

of British children, Each 

poem is about a child in 

his or her home 

environment. This poetry 

book links to the 

geography unit for this 

half-term. 

 

   
Trust 

 
Courage 
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The Mermaid of 

 Zennor –  

This book, set on the 

rugged coastline in 

Zennor, has been 

selected to link to the 

geography unit for this 

half-term and provide a 

comparison to the 

Kapok Tree and the 

Princess and the Pea. 

Spring  

1 
 

 

History - 

Significant 

Individuals 

 

Science – 

Wonderful 

Creatures –

(animal inc 

humans) 

 wonderful 

creatures 

 

PSHE - What 

makes a  

friend? 

 

 

A mystery 

dragon egg is 

hidden in the 

classroom! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Catch a 

Dragon- 

The How to Catch 

kids are off again, 

this time trying to 

catch a dragon as 

they chase him 

through Chinese 

New Year 

celebrations! This 

book has links to the 

science topic for this 

half-term and also 

relates to the PSHE 

topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fantastically Great 

Women who Saved 

the Planet – 

Descendant of 

Emmeline Pankhurst, 

Kate Pankhurst, tells 

the stories of 

significant women 

who have made a 

difference to our 

planet. This book 

builds on the reading 

for pleasure book by 

the same author, 

‘Great Women who 

Changed the World’. 

 
The Kindest Red –  

This book is all about a 

little girl’s quest to spread 

kindness. It has themes 

running throughout such 

as courage and 

perseverance, which are 

also key elements in How 

to Catch a Dragon. It 

also relates to the PSHE 

unit for this half-term. 

 
There is no Dragon in this 

Story – 

See Spring 2. 

 
Courage 

 

 
 

 

 

Respect 
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Poor old dragon. 

Nobody wants him in 

their story. Not 

Goldilocks, not Hansel 

and Gretel - no one. But 

Dragon will not give up! 

This book is another tale 

which relates to 

persevering and has links 

to the core fiction text, 

as well s the PSHE unit for 

this half-term. 

Spring 2 
 

 

Geography 

- Local Area 

 

Science – 

Wild 

Weather   

(Seasonal 

changes) 

 

PSHE - How 

do we         

share? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Story basket 

built over 

lessons, 

containing 

mystery 

items.! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room on the Broom- 

An engaging must-

read, which builds 

on the children’s 

knowledge of 

author, Julia 

Donaldson. This also 

links to the science 

unit for this half-term 

and will be linked to 

the geography 

topic as well, as the 

setting will be 

explored in 

comparison to our 

local area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pop up Cornwall - 

An interactive and 

pop-up book, which 

shows some favourite 

places and landmarks 

in Cornwall. This book 

links to the topic for 

this half-term and will 

be used as a point of 

reference throughout 

this unit. 

 

 
Leila and Saffron –  

This book is a colourful 

journey of self-discovery 

and identity. It follows 

young Leila as she visits 

her grandmother’s 

house for their weekly 

family dinner and finds 

parts of herself and her 

heritage in the family, 

friends, and art around 

her. This book promotes 

and celebrates  

diversity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cornwall is my 

Homeland – Clive 

Blake  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cornwall is my  

Homeland –  

A rhyming poem, by 

Clive Blake, all about 

Cornwall. It links to the 

geography unit for this 

half-term. 

 

 

 

 

 

Respect 

 

Respect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Compassion 
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Mama Panya’s 

Pancakes – 

 On market day, Mama 

Panya's son Adika, 

invites everyone he sees 

to a pancake dinner. 

How will Mama Panya 

ever feed them all? This 

clever and 

heartwarming story  

about Kenyan village 

life, teaches the 

importance of sharing, 

even when you have 

little to give, which links 

to PSHE. It will be used to 

promote diversity and 

will provide a 

comparison between 

our local area and 

Kenya, where the book is 

set. 

Summer  

1 
 

History - 

Explorers 

and 

Adventurers 

 

A letter 

arrives in class 

from 

Grandma, 

inviting 

children to go 

on a quest 

around the 

school to 

help her!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Red –                 

A retelling of the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here we are - Notes for 

Living on Planet Earth - 

 
Journey –                     

This wordless picture 

See Summer 2.  

 

Courage 

 

 

 

 

Courage 

 

 

 



The Bishops’ C of E School 

Reading Spine: Reading Curriculum (Year A) 

Revised June 2023  14 

Science - 

Growing 

Things 

(Plants) 

 

PSHE - How 

can I keep 

healthy? 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

traditional tale, Little 

Red Riding Hood, 

featuring the familiar 

characters, the wolf, 

grandma and of 

course, Little Red 

Riding Hood. It has 

links to the topic for 

this half-term, as 

Little Red Riding 

Hood certainly goes 

on an adventure! It 

also has links to 

science and PSHE. 

 

A non-fiction themed 

book, written by Oliver 

Jeffers, who also 

wrote ‘Lost and 

Found’, which is 

explored and 

focussed on in 

reception class. From 

land and sky, to 

people and time, the 

notes included in this 

book, provide 

children with key 

information. This book 

links to history and 

enhances the 

children’s knowledge 

and understanding of 

the world. 

 

book, about self-

determination and 

unexpected friendship, 

follows a little girl who 

draws a magic door on 

her bedroom wall. Red 

marker pen in hand, 

she creates a boat, a 

balloon and a flying 

carpet, which carry her 

on a spectacular 

journey. This book links 

to the history topic 

about adventures and 

will be used as a 

comparison text to  

Little Red.  

 
Finding Wild –  

There are so many 

places that wild can 

exist, if only you know 

where to look! Two 

children set off on an 

adventure away from 

their urban home and 

discover all the beauty 

of the natural world. This 

book links to the ‘Little 

Red’ core text and the 

history topic around 

adventurers. As well as 

that, it has links to the 

science unit for this half-

term. 

 

 

 

       Forgiveness 
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Summer  

2 
 

Geography 

– 

Sensational 

Safari 

 

Science - 

food chains 

(living 

things). 

 

PSHE - RSE 

 

A trip to 

Newquay 

Zoo to see 

the 

meerkats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meerkat Mail - 

Sunny the meerkat 

lives with his 

enormous family in 

the Kalahari Desert. 

They are all very 

close . . . so close, in 

fact, that one day 

Sunny decides it's 

just too crowded 

and packs his bags, 

but things do not go 

to plan! This book 

links to the 

geography unit for 

this half-term, all 

about safari. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Africa, Amazing 

Africa, Country by 

Country - 

A non-fiction book, 

linked to the topic 

question for this half-

term, full of fun facts 

about different 

countries in Africa. This 

book will be used 

throughout the topic 

as a point of 

reference. 

The Day of the Crayons 

Quit –  

Another Oliver Jeffers 

must-read, about a little 

boy named Duncan and 

his box of crayons, which 

one day decide to go 

on strike because they 

are not satisfied with 

how they are used. This 

book includes lots of 

letters, written by the 

lively crayons and will link 

to the letters, included in 

‘Meerkat Mail’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mama Miti: Wangari 

Maathai and the Trees of 

Kenya – 

Today, more than 30 

million trees have been 

planted throughout 

Mama Miti’s native 

Kenya. In 2004, she 

became the first African 

woman to win the Nobel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apes to Zebras –  

This collection of animal 

poems from Roger 

Stevens, Liz Brownlee and 

Sue Hardy-Dawson, 

features a full alphabet of 

animals, birds, and 

insects, with the odd 

extinct or imaginary 

creature thrown in! These  

shape poems are a 

perfect way to introduce 

children to this form of 

poetry. 

 

 

 

Respect 

 

 

Respect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trust 
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Peace Prize. Wangari 

Muta Maathai has 

changed Kenya tree by 

tree—and with each 

page turned, children 

will realise their own 

ability to positively 

impact the future. This 

book links to the 

geography unit for the 

half-term and also has 

links to previous science 

and PSHE topics. 
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Year 2 

Autumn 1 

 

 

History – Life 

in the 1950s 

 

Science -

Amazing 

me (animals 

inc humans) 

  

PSHE - What 

is my 

community? 

Hook Core Fiction Chapter 

Book and 

Justification 

Core Non-Fiction 

Book and 

Justification 

Additional Books and  

Justification  

Poetry (Covered 

Once per Term) 

and Justification 

Primary links to 

Christian values 

Find a 

mystery 

potion in the 

classroom, 

attached to 

the book, 

with a riddle  

to solve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
George’s Marvelllous 

Medicine - 

This book has been 

chosen as it is a must-

read and we wanted 

to expose the children 

to the renowned 

author, Roald Dahl.  

George’s grandma is 

always mean to him, so 

when he is put in 

charge of 

adeministering her 

daily medicine, he 

decides to make her a 

special remedy, to help 

her become less of a 

grump! Roald Dahl’s life 

in the 1950s will be 

explored, to provide 

the children with 

context, linked to their 

history work this half-

term. 

 

 

 
The Body Book – 

With labelled diagrams 

of the muscular, 

skeletal, respiratory, 

circulatory, digestive, 

excretory and nervous 

systems, this book 

provides a fantastic 

first look at human 

anatomy. It relates to 

the science unit for the 

half-term and also will 

be linked to the focus 

chapter book 

‘George’s Marvellous 

Medicine’.  

 

 
Fantastic Mr Fox –  

Another book by Roald 

Dahl will be explored this 

half-term, to provide a 

comparison between 

books written by the same 

author.  Mr Fox is extremely 

clever and every evening 

he creeps down into the 

valley and helps himself to 

food from different 

farmers. But will the farmers 

catch him?  

 
The Hospital Dog –  

This book, by familiar 

author Julia Donaldson, is 

all about Dot and her 

owner Rose, who jump on 

See Autumn 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

Perseverance 

   
Trust 
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the bus to the hospital. Dot 

loves visiting the children 

of Wallaby Ward and 

they’re always pleased to 

see her too; from a crying 

baby to a bored 

teenager, she brightens up 

everyone’s day! This book 

again links to the science 

unit for this term and has a 

sense of adventure, which 

can be compared to 

themes running 

throughout George’s 

Marvellous Medicine.  

Autumn 2 
 

Geography 

– Our 

Country 

 

Science - 

Brilliant 

builders 

(materials) 

 

PSHE - What 

is money?  

 

A letter from 

the King 

arrives, 

explaining 

the children 

need to 

learn as 

much as 

they can all 

about 

London and 

report back 

to him! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flat Stanley: On a 

Mission for her  

Majesty - 

This book has been 

selected, as it links to 

the geography unit for 

this half-term. Stanley 

and his family receive 

an unexpected 

phone call from 

Scotland Yard. Stanley 

has been invited to 

London to help with a 

top-secret case, 

about some stolen 

 
The Buildings that 

made London – 

This book takes the 

reader an incredible 

journey through the 

streets of London. An 

elegant horizon of 

historic masterpieces 

mixed with sleek 

modern skyscrapers; 

the familiar London 

skyline seems to 

change every year. 

This book has been 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flat Stanley: The Original 

Adventure – 

The original book from 

the Flat Stanley series.  

This book will be used to 

provide the children with 

an understanding of 

novel sequences. 

Stanley Lambchop was 

just an ordinary boy – until 

a noticeboard fell on him. 

Now he’s flat as a 

pancake! Being flat is 

fantastic – he can be 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Poems – 

Collated by children's 

poetry expert Gaby 

Morgan, this book is 

full of all different 

types of poems, all 

about Christmas. 

 

 
Courage 

 

 

 

 

Respect 

         

          Respect 
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crown jewels. But will 

Stanley be able to 

solve the case? 

selected as it links to 

both the geography 

and science topics for 

this half-term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

rolled up or even sent in 

the post. But it’s not all 

fun and games . . . there 

are thieves in town. Can 

he be a hero?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming to England - 

When she was ten years 

old, Floella Benjamin, 

along with her siblings, set 

sail from Trinidad to 

London, to be reunited 

with the rest of their 

family. England wasn't at 

all what Floella had 

expected though. This 

book has been selected, 

as it provides a different 

perspective towards the 

geography unit for this 

term, around ‘Our 

Country’. 
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Spring 

1 

 

 

History - 

Significant 

Individuals 

 

Science – 

Wonderful 

Creatures –

(animal inc 

humans) 

 wonderful 

creatures 

 

PSHE - What 

makes a  

friend? 

 

 

Children 

discover a 

time capsule 

out on the 

field, 

consisting of 

artefacts 

from the 

past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boy who grew 

dragons. – 

When Tomas discovers 

a strange old tree at 

the bottom of his 

grandad's garden, he 

doesn't think much of 

it. But he takes the 

funny fruit from the 

tree back into the 

house - and gets the 

shock and delight of 

his life when a tiny 

dragon hatches! The 

tree is a dragonfruit 

tree, and Tomas has 

got his very own 

dragon, Flicker ... This 

links to the science 

topic of wonderful 

creatures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little People Big 

Dreams Series – 

This book, linked to the 

history unit for this half-

term, includes stories 

from a range of 

influential people,  

from inspiring artists 

and passionate 

climate activists, to 

intrepid explorers and 

groundbreaking 

musicians. Links will also 

be made to PSHE in 

general, as well as the 

specific topic for this 

half-term. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Queen’s Nose –  

Harmony's uncle sends 

her on a treasure trail,  

which disappointingly 

ends in her finding a 50p 

piece. But the coin is a 

magic one and when 

you rub the queen's nose, 

your wishes will come 

true! With links to the 

focus chapter book for 

this half-term, the 

concept of adventure will 

be further explored.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heard it in the 

playground – 

This poetry book, 

written by Allan 

Ahlberg, is all about 

tales from school. 

Shed a tear for the 

boy without a name, 

discover the secrets 

of teachers and try to 

solve the riddles. 

Packed with rhythmic 

poetry and playful 

songs, this timeless 

collection will also 

expose children to 

books by the same 

author, as Allan 

Ahlberg is also 

featured in the year 1 

and 2 curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

Perseverance 

 

 

Perseverance 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Forgiveness 
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Spring 2 

 

 

Geography 

- Local Area 

 

Science – 

Wild 

Weather   

(Seasonal 

changes) 

 

PSHE - How 

do we         

share? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A trip to the 

zoo to see 

the 

penguins. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Penguin who 

Wanted to Find Out - 

This is a tale all about 

a penguin, battling a 

blizzard. It links to the 

science curriculum for 

this half-term and also 

can be a used as a 

comparative study, 

when exploring on the 

geography unit. 

 
An English Year: Twelve 

Months in the Life of 

England’s Kids – 

Meet Aman, Victoria, 

Amelia, Tandi and 

George ― English 

children representing a 

multicultural blend of 

culture and race that 

makes up our beautiful 

country. They take the 

reader through a year 

in the life of English 

children, from 

celebrations to events, 

to our everyday way of 

life and the little things 

that make childhood 

so memorable. This 

book links to the 

geography unit for this 

half-term and also 

promotes cultural 

diversity. 

 

 
The Owl who was Afraid of 

the Dark –  

This book, by the same 

author as the core 

chapter book, is explored 

as a comparative novel. 

Plop, the Baby Barn Owl, is 

like every Barn Owl there 

ever was, except for one 

thing – he is afraid of the 

dark. "Dark is nasty" he says 

and so he won't go 

hunting with his parents. 

With some help from his 

friends, he manages to 

overcome his fear. 

 
The Mousehole Cat –  

Set in Cornwall, this is 

another animal themed 

story book. Mowzer the 

cat, lives with old 

fisherman Tom. Tom who 

rocks the rocking chair just 

right and catches fish for 

See Spring 1. 

 
Courage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Compassion 
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dinner every night. Their 

life is happy, until a storm 

comes. This book, links to 

the history and science 

unit for this half-term. 

Summer  

1 

 

History - 

Explorers 

and 

Adventurers 

 

Science - 

Growing 

Things 

(Plants) 

 

PSHE - How 

can I keep 

healthy? 

 

A suitcase 

appears in 

the 

classroom, 

containing 

mystery 

items from 

the story! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kate on the Case - 

A young reporter, 

Kate and her mice 

accomplice, are 

aboard a train to visit 

her mum in the Arctic. 

However, Katie is left 

responsible for solving 

a mysterious situation. 

This book links to the 

history unit for this half-

term as it’s a modern 

representation of an 

exploration mission! 

 
Professor Astro Cats 

Frontiers of Space –  

This non-fiction book is 

all about Astro Cat 

and the gang, as they 

travel across space to 

find out everything 

there is to know about 

our galaxy, the solar 

system and the 

universe. All about 

space adventures, it 

provides an alternative 

perspective of 

exploration and 

adventure. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Great Explorer –  

When a famous explorer 

goes missing in the North 

Pole, his son, Tom, 

decides he must find him.  

A daring adventure 

begins across the 

treacherous icy terrain of 

the North Pole. Will Tom 

be able overcome the 

many challenges ahead 

and find his father? This 

book links to the history 

unit for this half-term. 

 

 

 

 

 

See Summer 2. 

 
Courage 

   
Trust 
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.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shackleton’s Journey - 

Again linked to the history 

unit for this half-term, the 

book Shackleton's 

Journey is a unique visual 

re-telling Ernest 

Shackleton's landmark 

expedition crossing the 

Antarctic from one pole 

to the other.  

Summer  

2 

 

Geography 

– 

Sensational 

Safari 

 

Science - 

food chains 

(living 

things). 

 

PSHE - RSE 

 

 

Try foods 

that Tola 

eats, which 

are 

traditional to 

Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Too Small Tola -                        

Tola, lives in Lagos in 

Nigeria and goes on 

many adventures with 

her family over always 

overcomes any 

obstacles that she 

encounters. This book 

is set in a city in Africa 

 
Roar! 100 Facts About 

African Animals – 

Explore the amazing 

animals of Africa! 

Travel through the 

savanna, jungle, and 

desert to meet lions, 

elephants, giraffes, 

and more animals. 

 
Wangari's Trees of Peace: 

A True Story from Africa – 

As a young girl growing up 

in Kenya, Wangari was 

surrounded by trees. But 

years later when she 

returns home, she is 

shocked to see whole 

forests being cut down, 

and she knows that soon 

all the trees will be 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where Zebras Go - 

Where Zebras Go will 

lead you on a 

magical journey 

across the savannah, 

into fairytale realms, 

back into the 

playground and 

through the seasons, 

introducing a whole 

host of animals along 

 

 

 

Respect 

 

 

Respect 

 

 

Trust 

 

 

 

 Compassion 
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and will broaden the 

children’s knowledge 

around Africa’s urban 

world.  

This book is packed 

with fun and exciting 

facts, linked to the 

geography and 

science topic for this 

half-term. 

destroyed. So Wangari 

decides to do something 

and starts by planting nine 

seedlings in her own 

backyard. And as they 

grow, so do her plans. This 

book links to the 

geography unit for this 

half-term. 

 
 

We’re Going on a Lion 

Hunt – 

Two sisters are out looking 

for a lion – a lion that lives 

on the African savanna. 

The girls go through swishy 

swashy long grass, a splishy 

splashy lake, and a big 

dark cave. When they 

finally meet their lion, they 

have to run, run, run 

through it all again to get 

back home. This book links 

to the geography unit for 

this half-term and also has 

links to science. 

the way. All of the 

collection are written 

by poet Sue Hardy-

Dawson.  
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Year 3 and 4 

Autumn 1 

 

 

Hook Core Fiction Chapter 

Book and 

Justification 

Core Non-Fiction 

Book and 

Justification 

Additional Books and  

Justification  

Poetry (Covered 

Once per Term) 

and Justification 

Primary links to 

Christian values 

 

History – Stone 

Age to Iron 

Age 

 

Science - Food 

and digestion 

(Animals inc 

humans) 

 

PSHE –  

What are 

responsibilities

?  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher 

reveals a box 

with extracts 

of text, which 

all contain 

‘bullies’. 

Children 

explore the 

text and try to 

find a 

common 

theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Night Bus Hero - 

Linked to PHSE, this 

book tells the story of a 

boy, who everyone 

thinks is a bully but he 

embarks on a mission 

to change their minds 

by being a responsible 

citezen and making 

good choices. Onjali Q 

Rauf will be explored 

furhter, in upper 

keystage 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All About Friends –  

Why do we need 

friends? How can we 

make friends? What 

makes a good friend? 

This book explores the 

benefits of having 

friends, looking at 

different types of 

friendships and what 

happens when friends 

fall out and make up. 

The concept of being 

a good friend is 

explored further, 

linked to The Night Bus 

Hero, which also 

relates to PSHE.  

 
Inside the Villains –  

This oversized flap book, 

reveals the secrets of the 

most famous fairytale 

villains. Children will 

discover the tricks inside 

the heads of a range of 

different villains, such as 

an ogre and a wolf. It 

links to the theme of 

villains, which is explored 

in The Night Bus Hero. 

 

 
The Dot – 

The story of self-expression 

and creativity, tells the 

See Autumn 2.  

 
 

Respect 

   
Trust 
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story Vashti, who thinks she 

can’t draw. However, her 

teacher is sure that she 

can. She knows that 

there’s creative spirit in 

everyone and encourages 

Vashti to sign the angry 

dot she makes in 

frustration on a piece of 

paper. This book is all 

about reaching our full 

potential and aspiring to 

be the best to we can be. 

 

Autumn 2 

 

Geography –

Somewhere to 

Settle 

 

Science -  

Habitats 

(Animals inc 

humans) 

 

PSHE - How do I 

use  

money? 

Watch real 

wind rush 

stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Windrush Child -  

Leo travels from 

Jamaica and 

everything is different. 

His parents have 

brought him to the UK 

to try and give him a 

better life, but he 

wishes they hadn’t. 

This book links to the 

geography unit for this 

half-term and provides 

a modern perspective 

of the concept of 

‘settling’. Benjamin 

Zephaniah’s poetry 

 
Settlements (Fact 

Planet) – 

This book is all about 

different types of 

settlements, from 

ancient towns to the 

sprawling megacities 

of the future. It allows 

children to learn how 

they form through 

diagrams and case 

studies. This book links 

to the geography unit 

for this half-term. 

 

 
Lubna and Pebble – 

Lubna's best friend is a 

pebble. She found it on 

the beach when they 

arrived in the night. Lubna 

tells Pebble everything: 

about home, her brothers 

and the war. Pebble 

always listens to her stories 

and smiles when she feels 

afraid. But when a lost little 

boy arrives in the World of 

Tents, Lubna understands 

that he needs Pebble 

even more than she does. 

This moving book, links to 

the geography unit for this 

half-term and also  

 
100 Best Christmas 

Poems for Children  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100 Best Christmas 

Poems for Children- 

From traditional 

verses by Christina 

Rossetti and William 

Blake, to modern 

classics by Julia 

Donaldson and 

Benjamin 

Zephaniah, this 

heart-warming 

Christmas 

anthology is full of 

engaging poems. 

 
Courage 

 

 
 

 

    Compassion 
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was explored in Year 1 

and this will help to 

build the children’s 

knowledge of stories 

and poems by the 

same author. 

 

has links to PSHE, in 

general. 

 
The Arrival – 

Linked to the geography 

unit for this half-term, this 

book explores the life of 

refugees. This includes a 

journey alone to a 

mysterious country, a 

place without family or 

friends, where everything is 

nameless and the future is 

unknown. This silent 

graphic novel is the story a 

tribute to all those who 

have made a journey, in 

search of a better life. 

Spring  

1 

 

 

History – Local 

Study (John 

Wesley) 

 

Science - 

States of Matter 

Make 

friendship 

cards for our 

friends and 

consider 

what we are 

grateful for. 

 

 

 

 

 
Nim’s Island –        

The Kids’ Book of 

Friends – 

This book covers 

everything from 

 
My Side of the Scarf –  

My Side of the Scarf is a 

book about the meaning 

of true friendship. It 

 
People Need People – 

This poetry book, by 

Benjamin Zephaniah, 

is an uplifting picture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Forgiveness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Compassion 
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PSHE - What 

makes a strong 

friendship? 

 

 

 

 

Nim lives on a 

beautiful island in the 

middle of the wide 

blue sea with her 

father, Jack, an 

iguana called Fred, a 

sea lion called Selkie 

and a turtle called 

Chica. But when Jack 

disappears and 

disaster threatens her 

home, Nim must be 

braver than she's ever 

been before. She 

needs help from her 

friends. This book has 

been selected, as it 

links to the PSHE unit 

for this half-term. 

making a new friend, 

what it means to be a 

friend, to possible 

conflicts and changes 

in friendships. It’s an 

ideal tool for 

connecting with 

children and chatting 

about their emotions, 

relationships and their 

day-to-day lives and 

again, links to the 

PSHE unit for this half-

term. 

teaches children about 

the value of friendship. It 

all revolves around the 

story of the scarf that 

united Oliver and Violet. 

This book again links to 

the PSHE unit for this half-

term. 

 
The Dragonsitter – 

This book has been 

selected, as it has themes 

of friendship running 

throughout. The concept 

of adventure is also key 

and the strategies used 

to build action and 

suspense, will be 

compared to Nim’s 

Island. 

book about the 

power of people and 

the importance of 

connecting with 

others.  It links to the 

PSHE unit for this half-

term. The poems will 

be compared to 

other Benjamin 

Zephaniah work that 

has been focussed 

on, including 

Windrush Child, which 

was the core chapter 

book last half-term. 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2 

 

 

Geography – 

What’s it like in 

Cornwall? 

 

Bike track 

morning – 

count the 

miles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Alastair Humphreys’ 

Great Adventurers – 

 

See Spring 1. 

 
 

Courage 
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Science - 

Sound 

 

PSHE - How 

can we 

respect 

differences? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boy Who Biked the 

World - 

This book is linked to 

the topic for this half-

term, as children will 

be able to compare 

what it is like in 

Cornwall, to the 

different locations Tom 

visits while exploring 

the world. It also links 

to PSHE, as the 

children will explore 

the cultural 

differences of people 

Tom meets from all 

around the world. 

Hand-picked by 

adventurer Alastair 

Humphreys,                 

this compilation retells 

the extraordinary 

journeys undertaken 

by his personal 

heroes. These men 

and women have 

ventured into space, 

oceans, deserts and 

jungles and inspired 

Alastair's own 

adventures. This book 

links to previous history 

units covered around 

exploration and it also 

builds on the 

children’s knowledge 

of the author Alastair 

Humphreys. 

The Girl who Rowed the 

Ocean –  

The sequel to the Boy Who 

Biked the World, will be 

compared to this story, all 

about a girl who follows 

her dreams and sails 

across the Atlantic Ocean. 

It has links to the 

geography unit for the 

half-term, as we live in a 

coastal location and the 

concept of novel 

sequences will be further 

explored. 

 
Town is by the Sea –  

This book, linked to 

geography for this half-

term, is about a young 

boy, who is enjoying a 

summer's day, but his 

thoughts constantly return 

to his father, who is 

digging for coal deep 

under the sea. 

It links to the geography 

unit for this half-term, all 

about Cornwall. 
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Summer  

1 

 

History – Early 

Civilisations. 

 

Science - 

Electricity 

 

PSHE - How 

can I look 

after my 

mental/physic

al health? 

 
 

Mummify an 

orange! 
 

 

 
The Ancient Egypt 

Sleepover –  

Mo has won a very 

special prize: an 

Ancient Egypt 

sleepover in a 

museum. However, he 

has no clue how 

dangerous it will turn 

out to be. With a 

mystery to solve, 

hieroglyphic codes to 

crack and priceless 

treasure to save, one 

thing is for sure: Mo will 

not be getting any 

sleep tonight! This 

book links to the 

history topic for the 

half-term. 

 

 

 

 

 
The History of 

Everywhere -  

Did you know that 

Leonardo Da Vinci 

lived at the same time 

as Henry VIII and the 

Aztecs? Welcome to 

The History of 

Everywhere, a 

fascinating guide to all 

the stuff you never 

knew happened at the 

same time! It allows 

readers to see the 

whole world of history 

and watch civilizations 

rise and fall. This book 

links to the history unit 

for this half-term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arthur and the Golden 

Rope and Marcy Riddle 

of the Sphinx - 

Part 1 and 2 of a sequel 

will be referred to, which 

explore different ancient 

civilisations and relics. It 

will expose the children to 

concepts explored within 

the history unit for this 

half-term, as well as 

history units that are 

covered in future year 

groups. 

 
Secrets of a Sun King –  

When Lilian finds a parcel 

on her grandad's 

See Summer 2. 
 

 

 
Perseverance 

   
Trust 
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doorstep, she is shocked 

to see who sent it: a 

famous deceased  

Egyptologist. The 

mysterious package 

holds the key to a story 

about a king whose tomb 

archaeologists are 

desperately hunting for. 

Lil and her friends must 

return the package to its 

resting place. It has been 

selected, as it links to the 

history unit and is another 

adventure tale, which will 

be compared to the core 

chapter book and 

additional texts. 

Summer 2 

 

Geography – 

Water 

 

Science - Food 

Chains (Living 

Things) 

 

PSHE - RSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk down to 

the Gannel 

and draw 

pictures of 

the river. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The Secret Lake - 

When Stella and her 

younger brother, Tom, 

move to their new 

London home, they 

become mystified by 

the disappearances 

of Harry, their elderly 

neighbour’s small dog.  
Their quest to solve the 

riddle over the 

summer holidays leads 

to a boat buried 

under a grassy mound 

and a tunnel that 

 
The Ryhthm of the 

Rain – 

This non-fiction book, 

linked to the 

geography unit for 

this half-term, involves 

Isaac pondering the 

concept of water, 

which travels all the 

way to Cassi, who 

lives in a parched 

village on the other 

side of the world. 

From tiniest raindrop 

to deepest ocean, 

 
The Great Wave –  

On a stormy winter's day, 

a baby boy, Naoki, is 

swept into a fisherman's 

boat by a great wave. 

Years pass, but still Naoki 

does not grow. Must he 

return to the ocean to 

become a young man? 

The answer arrives in the 

form of a mythic fish. This 

book provides an 

alternative representation 

of the sea, for the 

children to explore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Water Sings Blue-    

Come down to the 

shore with this rich 

and vivid celebration 

of the ocean! With 

playful, moving 

poems by Kate 

Coombs, Water Sings 

Blue evokes the 

beauty and power, 

the depth and 

mystery, and the 

endless resonance of 

the sea. It again links 

to the geography unit 

for this half-term. 

 

 

 
 

Respect 

 

 

 

 

 

Trust 
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takes them to a secret 

lake, which is full of 

adventure. This book 

has been selected as 

it links to the 

geography topic for 

this half-term. 

this breathtaking 

celebration of the 

water cycle captures 

the remarkable 

movement of water 

across the earth in all 

its majesty and it links 

to the geography for 

this half-term. 

 

 

 
Wave –  

This evocative wordless 

book tells the story of a 

little girl's day at the 

beach. Stunning in 

simplicity, the illustrations, 

in just two shades of 

watercolour, create a 

vibrant story full of joy 

and laughter. It links to 

the geography unit for 

this half-term, as well as 

previous units around  

local area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Bishops’ C of E School 

Reading Spine: Reading Curriculum (Year A) 

Revised June 2023  33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 

Autumn 1 

 

 

Hook Core Fiction Chapter 

Book and 

Justification 

Core Non-Fiction 

Book and 

Justification 

Additional Books and  

Justification  

Poetry (Covered 

Once per Term) 

and Justification 

Primary links to 

Christian values 

 

Autumn 1 

 

History – Anglo 

Saxons 

 

Science - 

Properties of 

materials 

 

 Children  

record 

themselves 

with their pets 

and the 

footage is 

shared in  

class. Discuss 

why animals 

make such 

good friends 

and what we 

need to do to 

look after 

them. 

 
The Last Bear – 

There are no polar 

bears left on Bear 

Island. At least, that’s 

what April’s father tells 

her when his scientific 

research takes them to 

 
What a Waste –  

Again linked to PSHE, 

this non-fiction book is 

an informative book 

on recycling for 

children, who will find 

everything they need 

 
The Lost Whale – 

By the same author as The 

Last Bear, this is another 

book linked to PSHE. Rio 

has been sent to live with 

a grandmother who he 

barely knows, in California, 

See Autumn 2.  

 

 

 

 

Perseverance 

 

 

 
   Forgiveness 
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PSHE - How do 

I Protect Myself 

and the World 

Around me? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

this remote Arctic 

outpost for six months. 

But one summer night, 

April meets one. He is 

starving, lonely and a 

long way from home. 

Determined to save 

him, April begins the 

most important journey 

of her life..This book has 

been selected as it 

linked to the PSHE unit 

for this half-term, 

around protecting 

outselves and others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to know about our 

environment. The 

good, the bad, and 

the incredibly 

innovative. From 

pollution and litter to 

renewable energy and 

plastic recycling. 

while his mum is in hospital. 

All Rio wants is for his mum 

to get better so he can 

return home. But 

everything changes when 

he meets White Beak, a 

gentle giant of the sea. Rio 

forms an instant bond with 

the whale, and for the first 

time in ages he feels a 

spark of hope. 

 
The Moose Belongs  

to Me – 

Another book by Oliver 

Jeffers, who is a focus 

author in KS1. Wilfred 

owned a moose. He 

hadn’t always owned a 

moose. The moose came 

to him a while ago and he 

just knew that it was 

meant to be his. He 

thought he would call him 

Marcel. Marcel is mostly 

very obedient, abiding by 

the many rules on ‘How to 

Be a Good Pet’. But one 

dark day, while deep in 

the woods, someone else 

claims the moose as their 

own… Is Marcel really 

Wilfred’s pet after all? This 

book again includes the 

main character forming 

an unbreakable bond with 

an animal pal. 
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Autumn 2 

Geography – 

Marvellous 

Maps 

 

Science -

Changes of 

materials 

 

PSHE - What 

are my 

Stereotypes? 

 What are my 

Aspirations? 

Follow a 

mystery map 

around the 

school, 

which leads 

to a copy of 

the explorer 

– come 

back into 

class where 

a copy is 

waiting for 

each child. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Explorer - 

From his seat in the 

tiny aeroplane, Fred 

watches as the 

mysteries of the 

Amazon jungle pass 

by below him. As the 

plane crashes into the 

canopy, the jungle is a 

vast, untamed place. 

With no hope of 

rescue, the chance of 

getting home feels 

impossibly small. This 

book links to the 

geography unit for the 

half-term, as well as 

PSHE. 

Maps of the United 

Kingdom –  

Also linked to the 

geography topic this 

half-term, this book 

takes the reader on a 

journey through 

England, Northern 

Ireland, Scotland and 

Wales. It introduces the 

reader to incredible 

people born in these 

places and covers the 

history.   

 

 

 
Which Way to Anywhere – 

This action-packed 

adventure book, is used as 

a comparative book, to 

the Explorer. Stepsiblings 

are at war but when their 

baby sister Annipeck is 

stolen into an alternative 

world, the children must 

put aside their differences 

and set off together on a 

daring, magical rescue 

mission. 

 
The Boy who 

Loved Maps – 

This enchanting picture 

book is about a map-

making boy who is 

stumped when a girl asks 

him for a map of the 

perfect place. It has links 

 
Poems from a Green 

and Blue Planet –  

Again, linked to the 

geography unit, this 

poetry book, written 

by an array of poets, 

allows the reader to 

be swept away on a 

journey around our 

green and blue 

planet. Journey from 

the peak of the 

snowiest 

mountaintop, to the 

bottom of the 

deepest, bluest 

ocean.  

 
Courage 

   
Trust 
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to PSHE, as well as 

geography and it helps 

readers appreciate the 

charms of their own 

neighbourhood. 

Spring  

1 

 

History –  

Vikings 

 

Science - 

Forces 

 

PSHE - What 

Different Kinds 

of Relationship 

are there? 

 

 

 
 

A letter from 

the famous 

Brightstorm 

explorer 

dad, asking 

the children 

to read the 

book and 

uncover the 

truth! 

 
Brightstorm –  

Twins Arthur and 

Maudie Brightstorm 

receive word in 

Lontown that their 

famous explorer 

father has died in a 

failed attempt to 

reach the 

southernmost point 

in the world. Not 

only that, but he 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lost Book of 

Adventure – 

This non-fiction 

book is full of 

weatherworn letters 

discovered by 

nature enthusiast 

Teddy Keen on a 

recent trip to the 

Amazon. It also 

includes illustrations  

of extraordinary 

 
Darkwhispers – 

The Brightstorm twins 

are back for another 

adventure! They are 

part of a crew on an 

explorer fleet, 

searching for the last 

known destination of 

missing adventurer 

Ermitage 

Wrigglesworth. The 

Brightstorm twins are 

See Spring 2.  

 

 
Perseverance 

   
Trust 
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has been accused 

of stealing fuel 

before he died! 

The twins don't 

believe the news, 

and they answer an 

ad to join a new 

attempt to reach 

South Polaris. It's 

their only hope of 

learning the truth ... 

and salvaging their 

family's reputation. 

This book has been 

selected as it is 

includes lots of 

different types of 

relationships, linked 

to PSHE. 

adventures and 

escapades, 

expedition advice 

and survival 

methods. It links to 

the core fiction 

chapter book for 

the half-term, as 

well as the history 

unit, when Viking 

expeditions are 

explored. 

separated - will they 

be able to find their 

way back to each 

other? This book will be 

used as a 

comparative book to 

the core chapter book 

and will allow the 

children to be further 

exposed to sequences 

of novels. 

Characterisation will 

be explored and 

linked to the 

relationships PSHE 

topic, for the half-term. 

 
Under the Love 

Umbrella –  

This book has been 

selected to provide an 

alternative view and 

representation of 

relationships and 

friendships. It A 

stunning celebration of 

the joy and comfort 

that is always with us, 

wherever we roam in 

the big, wild world – 
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those under our ‘love 

umbrella’! 

Spring 2 

 

 

Geography – 

Mountains 

 

Science - Earth 

and Space 

 

PSHE - 

How do we 

Deal with 

Prejudice and 

Discrimination? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try mango 

lassi and 

other foods 

from India. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asha and the Spirit 

Bird – 

Asha lives in the 

foothills of the 

Himalayas. Money is 

tight and she misses 

her papa, who works 

in the city. When he 

suddenly stops 

sending his wages, a 

ruthless moneylender 

ransacks their home 

and her mother talks 

of leaving. Asha sets 

out on a journey to 

make things right. 

This book links to the 

geography unit for this 

half-term and has links 

to the PSHE 

curriculum. 

 

 

 

 
Mountains of the 

World - 

This non-fiction book 

takes the reader on a 

journey to the highest 

peaks of planet Earth. 

It provides a closer 

look at the mountains 

of the world, from the 

Alps to the Andes, to 

the peaks of the 

Himalayas. Meet the 

animals and people 

who make their homes 

on rocky peaks, as well 

as the adventurers and 

athletes who 

challenge these great 

heights. 

 

 

 
When the Mountains 

Roared –  

When Ruby's dad uproots 

her from Australia to set 

up a hotel in the 

mountains of India, Ruby 

is devastated but she 

soon develops an 

allegiance to the 

endangered leopards 

and embarks on a quest 

to do all she can to 

protect them. This book 

will be used as a 

comparison to Asha and 

the Spirit Bird and it links 

to the geography unit for 

this half-term. 

 
Bandola: The Great 

Elephant Rescue - 

 
The National Trust 

Book of Nature  

Poems – 

 Seven chapters 

touch on different 

aspects of the 

countryside, including 

seasons, birds and 

wildlife, woods, water, 

moors and mountains. 

The poems are by a 

range of great poets, 

such as Keats and 

Browning and a 

range of poetic 

structures are used. 

 
Courage 

 

 

 

 

 

Respect 
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When a world war comes 

to Myanmar (Burma), one 

special elephant 

becomes a hero. As 

people are forced to 

leave their home in the 

Burmese jungle, 

Bandoola, his keeper Po 

Toke and war veteran, 

James Howard Williams, 

undertake a journey that 

will test their courage, 

taking trust, 

understanding and 

bravery to the very limit.  

This book is used as it is 

another adventure story, 

which involves humans 

developing a close 

allegiance with animals. 

Summer 1 

 

History – 

Civilisations 

(after 750AD) 

 

Science - The 

human 

lifecycle 

 

PSHE - What 

can Impact my 

Physical and 

Mental Health? 

 

 
 

Giant angel 

wings 

appear in 

the 

playground, 

made with 

chalk! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skellig –  

When a move to a 

new house coincides 

with his baby sister's 

illness, Michael's world 

seems suddenly lonely 

and uncertain. 

Then, one Sunday 

afternoon, he 

stumbles into the old, 

ramshackle garage of 

 
See Inside the Ancient 

World -  

A fascinating book 

packed with 

interesting information 

about the Ancient 

World, from the dawn 

of civilization in Ancient 

Egypt, to the rise of the 

great Mayan culture in 

Central America. Look 

inside an Egyptian 

 
The Last Wild –  

Kester lives in a land in 

quarantine. A deadly 

virus has killed all the 

animals except pests and 

it's expected to be 

equally dangerous to 

humans. But when Kester 

realises he can talk to the 

pests, he finds they have 

great hope invested in 

 
If – 

This poem, by 

Ruddyard Kipling, links 

to the PSHE theme 

around mental health 

and also links to the 

core chapter book for 

this half-term, as well 

as additonal ficiton 

books which will be 

explored. 

 
Courage 

 

 
 

 

Compassion 
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his new home and 

finds something 

magical. A strange 

creature - part owl, 

part angel, but 

nonetheless a being 

who needs Michael's 

help if he is to survive. 

With his new friend 

Mina, Michael 

nourishes Skellig back 

to health, while his 

baby sister languishes 

in the hospital. This 

book is linked to the 

PSHE unit for this half-

term, as Michael 

battles to overcome 

challenges and 

becomes stronger. 

temple, open the 

doors of ancient 

Chinese houses, and 

find out what goes on 

behind the walls of a 

Roman army fort. Links 

will be made to the 

history topic for this 

term and the theme of 

relationships will be 

explored further, which 

is evident in some of 

the tales from the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

him. This book links to 

Skellig, as the main 

character forms an 

unusual friendship with an 

extraordinary being!  

 
Cinnamon – 

Explored as a reading for 

pleasure book in year 3/4, 

this book will be revisited 

int terms of 

characterisation and the 

bond between 

Cinnamon and the tiger, 

which will be compared 

to the friendships formed 

in Skellig and The Last 

Wild. 
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Summer 2 

 

Geography – 

Our Changing 

World. 

 

Science - 

Living things. 

 

PSHE - RSE 

Classroom is 

covered in 

rubbish – 

what are the 

children 

going to do? 
  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A non-fiction chapter 

book will be explored 

this half-term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greta’s Story: The 

Schoolgirl Who Went 

On Strike To Save The 

Planet – 

It’s late summer 2018 

in Stockholm and it 

feels incredibly hot in 

the city. The TV news 

reports rising 

temperatures and 

there have been 

numerous fires 

throughout Sweden. 

Fifteen-year-old Greta 

Thunberg decides she 

can’t wait any longer: 

politicians have to do 

something to save the 

environment. Instead 

of returning to school, 

Greta takes a placard 

and goes on strike in 

front of Sweden’s 

parliament building. 

This book has been 

selected as it links to 

the geography and 

science unit for this 

half-term. 

 

 
Greta and the Giants – 

This book presented in a 

fictional style, tells the story 

of Greta Thunberg and her 

fight to save the world. It 

will be used alongside the 

Greta’s Story core non-

fiction book and aims to 

provide the children with 

an understanding that 

important and key 

messages, can be 

portrayed in different 

contexts. 

 
Dear Earth –  

When Tessa writes a love 

letter to the Earth, it's the 

beginning of a glorious 

adventure. She blows 

bubbles with whales, 

soars with birds and joins 

in with the noisy rainforest 

hullabaloo! 

See Summer 1.  

 
 

 

Respect 

 
 

 

 

Perseverance 
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Old Enough to Save 

the Planet –  

Our planet is precious 

and it's up to us to 

take care of it.  Linked 

to the focus non-

fiction book centred 

around Greta’s story, 

this book reinforces 

the message that 

even if you feel small, 

your small actions can 

make a big 

difference. This book 

will teach children 

that by acting with 

kindness towards 

other people, plants, 

animals, and yourself, 

you can help to 

protect the planet. 

 

Tessa wants everyone to 

know how special our 

planet is. She believes 

that there is a chance to 

save the Earth if enough 

of us share the message. 

This book will be 

compared to Greta’s 

Story. 
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Year 6 

 

 

 

Hook Core Fiction Chapter 

Book and 

Justification 

Core Non-Fiction 

Book and 

Justification 

Additional Books and  

Justification  

Poetry (Covered 

Once per Term) 

and Justification 

Primary links to 

Christian values 

Autumn 1 

 

History – World 

War 1 and 2 

 

Science - The 

Heart and 

Health 

 

PSHE - What 

are my rights 

and 

responsibilities 

as a citizen? 

Evacuee day 

– activities 

such as ration 

books, to be 

used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lion above the 

Door – 

Another book by 

Onjali Q. Raúf, the 

same author as The 

Night Bus Hero 

(focussed on in Y3/4), 

this book has been 

selected to expose 

the children to novels 

by the same author. It 

also links to the history 

 
Woeful Second World 

War: 1 (Horrible 

Histories) – 

All the foul facts 

about the Woeful 

Second World War 

are ready to uncover 

in this book, including: 

why the blitzed Brits 

ate chicken-fruit, 

sinkers and nutty and 

what really 

 
War Horse –  

In the deadly chaos of the 

First World War, one horse 

witnesses the reality of 

battle from both sides of 

the trenches. Bombarded 

by artillery, with bullets 

knocking riders from his 

back, Joey tells a powerful 

story of the truest 

friendships surviving in 

terrible times. This is his 

 
In Flander’s Fields –  

Linked to the history 

unit for this half-term 

and the other focus 

texts, this famous 

poem, by John 

McCrae, will be the 

focus poem for the 

term. 

 

Courage 

   

Trust 
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unit for this half-term, 

as well as PSHE. Leo 

doesn’t fit in and on a 

class trip to a nearby 

cathedral, in the 

middle of a list of war 

heroes, he finds 

himself staring his own 

name. Desperate to 

know who this other 

Leo was, alongside his 

best friend, he 

embarks on a quest. 

Together, they begin 

to uncover missing 

stories from the past, 

ones which they are 

determined to put 

back into their rightful 

place in the pages of 

history. 

happened in Dad's 

Army. This is again 

linked to the history 

topic for this half-term. 

story. This book has been 

selected, as it provides an 

alternative representation 

of the War. 

 
Private Peaceful –  

 Told in the voice of Private 

Tommo Peaceful, the story 

follows twenty-four hours 

at the front and captures 

his memories of his family 

and his village life, which 

are by no means as 

tranquil as it appeared. 

Full of vivid detail and 

engrossing atmosphere, 

leading to a dramatic and 

moving conclusion, Private 

Peaceful is both a 

compelling love story and 

a deeply moving account 

of the First World War, 

which will be contrasted to 

the other books selected 

for this half-term. 
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Autumn 2 

Geography – 

Eastern Europe 

 

Science - 

Living Things 

and Their 

Habitats 

 

PSHE - How do 

I Impact the 

World? 

 

Miss Parr 

puts on 

astronaut 

costume 

and keeps it 

on whilst 

teaching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wonder –  

Born with a facial 

abnormality, Auggie 

has been home-

schooled by his 

parents his whole life.  

For the first time, he's 

being sent to a real 

school - and he's 

dreading it. All he 

wants is to be 

accepted - but can 

he convince his new 

classmates that he's 

just like them, 

underneath it all? This 

book has been 

selected, as it links to 

the PSHE curriculum 

for this half-term and 

encourages the 

children to be brave 

and follow their 

dreams, even when 

they feel insecure. 

 
Not like the Others –  

Linked to the chapter 

focus book for this half-

term, Wonder, this 

book all about 

diversity, promotes 

acceptance, 

tolerance, and 

kindness for all. It 

showcases that, 

irrespective of our own 

unique qualities, we 

are all an essential part 

of a bigger picture. 

 

 

 
We are all Wonders – 

By the same author as 

Wonder, the focus 

chapter book for this half-

term, this book aims to 

show readers what it's like 

to live in Auggie's world - a 

world in which he feels like 

any other kid, but he's not 

always seen that way. It 

promotes further 

conversation around 

empathy, difference and 

kindness. 

 
Me and Mister P – 

This book is all about 

Arthur, who is fed up 

because his brother, who 

See Autumn 1. 

 
Courage 

 

 

 

 

Compassion 

 

Compassion 
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has special educational 

needs, gets all the 

attention. Arthur embarks 

on an unlikely friendship 

with Mister P, who helps 

him navigate the 

challenges he faces in his 

life and learn to 

appreciate his brother. 

Spring  

1 

 

History –  

Ancient 

Greece 

 

Science - 

Electricity  

 

PSHE - How do 

I Respect 

Myself and 

Others? 

 

Take 

children out 

onto the 

field and ask 

them to start 

digging 

holes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holes –                          

A must read that links 

to the PSHE unit for this 

half-term and it is a 

must-read. Stanley 

Yelnats' family has a 

history of bad luck, so 

when a miscarriage of 

justice sends him to 

Camp Green Lake 

Juvenile Detention 

Centre (which isn't 

green and doesn't 

have a lake) he is not 

surprised. Every day 

he and the other 

inmates are told to dig 

a hole, five foot wide 

by five foot deep, 

reporting anything 

they find. Why? The 

evil warden claims 

that it's character 

 
Banished, Beheaded or 

Boiled in Oil –  

This book, links to the 

core chapter book for 

this half-term, Holes. 

Take a trip through 

history to find out the 

grim, gruesome and 

downright gut-

churning methods of 

punishment societies 

employed in the past - 

from being boiled alive 

in ancient Greece to 

being split in two in the 

Middle Ages!  

 
Small Steps - 

Three Years after Holes, 

the familiar characters of 

Armpit and X-Ray return 

and embark on a quest to 

stay on the straight and 

narrow. This book has 

been selected, as it will be 

compared to the first book 

in the series, Holes and will 

also further expose the 

children to books by the 

same author and sequels 

of novels. 

See Spring 2.  

 

 

Perseverance 

 

 

Perseverance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Forgiveness 
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building, but this is a 

lie. It's up to Stanley to 

dig up the truth. 

 
Series of Unfortunate 

Events –  

Violet, Klaus, and Sunny 

Baudelaire are intelligent 

children. They are 

charming but 

unfortunately, they are 

exceptionally unlucky. 

In The Bad Beginning, the 

siblings encounter a 

greedy and repulsive 

villain, itchy clothing, a 

disastrous fire, a plot to 

steal their fortune and 

cold porridge for 

breakfast. The theme of 

‘bad luck’ will be explored 

in comparison to this 

theme, which is also 

evident in Holes.  

Spring 2 

 

 

Geography – 

Trade and 

Economics 

 

Science – Light 

 

Fake money 

to be 

scattered 

around the 

classroom 

and the 

children 

come in and 

find it after 

llunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Millions – 
  

Dosh – 
 

Framed – 

 
Money – 

This poem by 

Benjamin Zephania, 

who is also focussed 

on in other year 

groups, links to the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forgiveness 

 
Trust 
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PSHE - How 

does 

Discrimination 

Affect us? 

 

 

 

 

A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another classic must-

read, which links to 

the geography unit for 

this half-term. Brothers 

Damian and Anthony 

didn’t mean to get 

caught up in a 

botched train 

robbery. But what 

would you do if a 

massive bag of cash 

dropped from the sky 

and you had only a 

few days to spend it 

before it became 

worthless? The boys 

soon find out that 

being rich is a mug’s 

game. Not only is the 

clock ticking, but the 

bank robbers also 

want their money 

back . . . 

 Having some money 

in your pocket can be 

exciting and when it's 

used as a force for 

good, those pennies 

have the power to 

change the world. 

However, managing 

money can seem 

daunting. This book has 

been selected to build 

the children’s 

confidence around 

money and ensure 

they look toward the 

future. It has links to 

previous PSHE units 

covered around 

money and links to the 

geography unit for this 

half-term, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dylan oversees the petrol 

log in Manod and that 

means he gets to keep 

track of everyone coming 

in and out of the area. 

When a mysterious convoy 

of lorries trundles up the 

misty mountainside 

towards an old, disused 

mine, even Dylan is 

confounded. Who are 

these people and what 

have they got to hide? 

Dylan embarks on a quest 

to find out. This book has 

been selected, as it is 

another action-packed 

book by Frank Cottrell-

Boyce and the children 

can compare and 

contrast strategies used to 

develop action and 

suspese. 

 
Rooftoppers – 

A book by Katherine 

Rundell, who is focussed 

on in Year 5, when the 

children read and study 

The Explorer. This book tells 

the story of Sophie, who is 

geography unit for 

this half-term. 

 

 



The Bishops’ C of E School 

Reading Spine: Reading Curriculum (Year A) 

Revised June 2023  49 

on a mission to find her 

long lost mother and 

meets Matteo, one of the 

Rooftoppers in Paris. This 

book has been selected, 

as it is another story that 

involves having to make 

difficult choices. 

 

Summer 1 

 

History – 

Mayans and 

Aztecs 

 

Science - 

Evolution and 

Inheritance  

 

PSHE - Why is 

Caring for 

Ourselves 

Essential? 

 

 

 

 

Chocolate  

sampling! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
The Chocolate Tree – 

This book has been 

selected, as it links to 

the history unit for this 

half-term. We have 

the Mayan king 

Kukulkán to thank for 

chocolate and this 

book tells the tale. 

Kukulkán is more than 

a king--he is also a 

god. One day he 

brings his people an 

amazing gift: a 

chocolate tree! But 

there is just one 

problem. Kukulkán's 

brother, Night Jaguar, 

doesn't want regular 

people to have 

chocolate. He thinks 

 
Mayan Civilisation – 

Who were the Maya? 

Why did the Maya 

build temples? What 

was Mayan writing 

like? How did the 

Maya dress? This book 

helps children to 

discover the answers 

to these and other 

fascinating questions 

and links to the history 

topic for this half-term. 

 
Rain Player – 

Linked to the history unit 

for this half-term, this book 

tells the story of of a boy 

who must defeat the Rain 

God in a ball game to 

save his people from 

disaster. Mayan art and 

architecture were the 

inspiration for the 

spectacular cut-paper 

artwork. 

 

See Summer 2. 

 
Courage 

 

 
 

 

Respect 
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only gods should eat 

the tempting treat. Will 

Night Jaguar prevail? 

Or will the Mayans get 

to keep their 

chocolate tree? 

 
Harley James: The 

Mystery of the Mayan 

Kings – 

Amateur cryptologist 

Harley James has just 

landed in the sticky jungle 

of Tikal, Guatemala—

home to the famous 

Mayan ruins. She’s made 

a few friends, a few 

mistakes…and a ground-

breaking discovery. This 

book has been selected, 

as it is another book 

linked to history topic, It  

will explore the theme of 

adventure will be 

compared to The 

Chocolate Tree.  
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Summer 2  

 

Geography – 

Raging Rivers. 

 

Science - 

Looking After 

Our   

Environment  

 

PSHE - RSE 

A trip to the 

Gannel to 

take photos 

of the river. 

Come back 

to school 

and 

recreate 

them, using 

different 

media. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journey to the River 

Sea –  

This book is linked to 

the geography unit for 

this half-term and 

science topic. Maia, 

an orphan, can't wait 

to reach her distant 

relatives a thousand 

miles up the Amazon. 

She imagines a loving 

family with whom she 

will share great 

adventures. Instead 

she finds two spiteful 

cousins who see the 

jungle as the enemy 

and refuse to go 

outdoors. But the 

wonders of the 

rainforest more than 

make up for the 

hideous twins and 

their parents. When 

Maia meets a 

mysterious boy who 

lives alone on the wild 

river shores, she begins 

a spectacular journey 

to the heart of an 

  
Amazing Rivers – 

This book enables 

readers to learn 

about incredible 

wildlife, from brown 

bears catching 

salmon that swim 

upstream, to 

anacondas large 

enough to eat a pig. 

Explore astounding 

natural wonders, from 

a boiling river so hot 

you can cook an egg 

in it, to a 

multicoloured river 

that flows like a liquid 

rainbow. It links to the 

geography and 

science unit for this 

half-term. 

 
The Wind in the Willows –  

A classic story, to be 

compared to the Journey 

to the River Sea. Rat, 

Mole, Badger and Mr 

Toad, have brought 

delight to many 

throughout the years with 

their odd adventures on 

and by the river and at 

the imposing residence of 

Toad Hall. 

 

 
 

The River – 

Linked to PSHE and the 

geography unit for this 

term, Rowan loves the 

river; it’s just like he is. On 

some days, it’s quiet and 

calm, on others it’s light 

and playful, and then 

there are the days when 

it roars along, wild and 

 
The River –  

Follow a little fish on 

her epic journey 

downriver, as she 

travels out into the 

unknown. With 

stunning artwork from 

Hanako Clulow, a 

lyrical narrative and a 

magical 'swimming 

fish' on every page, 

this is a book to 

treasure. It has been 

selected, as it links to 

the geography and 

science units for this 

half-term. 

 

 

 

Respect 

 

 

Respect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trust 

 

 

 

 



The Bishops’ C of E School 

Reading Spine: Reading Curriculum (Year A) 

Revised June 2023  52 

extraordinary and 

beautiful new world. 

angry. But when Rowan 

goes through a 

particularly difficult 

winter, the river freezes – 

just like Rowan. Can 

Rowan find a way to 

release his frozen feelings, 

and allow the river to flow 

freely once more? 
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Key Themes: 

Theme A Selection of Books and Year Group 

Core books are in bold and italics  

1.Cultural diversity Martha Maps Out – Reception 

The Great Kapok Tree – Y1 

The Princess and the Pea – Y1 

Mama Panya’s Pancakes – Y1 

Mama Muti: Wangari Maathai and the Trees of Kenya – Y1 

Too Small Tola – Y2 

Lubna and Pebble – Y3/4 

Asha and the Spirit Bird – Y5 

Bandola: The Great Elephant Rescue -Y5 

Rain Player – Y6 

2.Challenging 

stereotypes 

We are Britain – Y1 

The Kindest Red – Y1 

Leila and Saffron – Y1 

An English Year: Twelve Months in the Life on England’s Kids – Y2 

Wangari’s Tree of Peace – Y2 

Windrush Child – Y3/4 

The Arrival – Y3/4 

Wonder – Y5 

Not Like the Others – Y5 

We are all Wonders – Y5 



The Bishops’ C of E School 

Reading Spine: Reading Curriculum (Year A) 

Revised June 2023  54 

4. Animals and insects Lift the Flap, Answers and Questions about Animals – Reception 

Night Animals – Reception   

Very Important Dinosaurs – Reception  

Roar – Y2 

Lion Hunt – Y2 

The Last Bear – Y5 

The Lost Whale – Y5 

The Moose and Me – Y5 

The Last Wild – Y5 

The Wind and the Willows – Y6 

5. All about the world The Little Explorer: A Premier Board Book – Reception 

The Journey Home – Reception 

Night Monkey, Day Monkey – Reception   

The Amazing Life Cycle of Plants – Reception  

Grandpa’s Garden – Reception  

There’s a Rang Tan in my Bedroom – Y1 

Here we are – Y1 

Finding Wild – Y1 

Professor Astro Cat and The Frontiers of Space – Y2 

The Rhythm of the Rain – Y3/4 

What a waste – Y5 

Dosh – Y6 

6. Our historic world See Inside the Local History of Britain – Y1 

Tilly and the Time Machine – Y2 

Shackleton’s Journey – Y2 
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The Ancient Egypt Sleepover – Y3/4 

The History of Everywhere – Y3/4 

Arthur and the Golden Rope – Y3/4 

Marcy Riddle of the Sphyinx – Y3/4 

Secrets of a Sun King – Y3/4 

See Inside the Ancient World – Y5 

The Lion Above the Door – Y6 

Woeful Second World War (Horrible Histories) – Y6 

War Horse – Y6 

Private Peaceful – Y6 

Banaished, Beheaded or Boiled in Water – Y6 

The Chocolate Tree – Y6 

Mayan Civilisation – Y6 

Harley James: The History of the Mayan Kings – Y6 

7. Our local area and the 

wider world 

The Mermaid of Zennor – Y1 

Pop up Cornwall – Y1 

Africa – Amazing Africa, Country by Country – Y1 

Flat Stanley: Mission for her Majesty – Y2 

The Buildings that made London – Y2 

The Mousehole Cat – Y2 

Settlements: Fact Planet – Y3/4 

The Boy Who Biked the World – Y3/4 

The Girl Who Sailed the Ocean – Y3/4 

The Secret Lake – Y3/4 

The Explorer – Y5 
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Maps of The UK – Y5 

The Boy who Loved Maps – Y5 

Asha and the Spirit Bird – Y5 

Mountains of the World – Y5 

Journey to the River Sea - Y6 

Amazing Rivers – Y6 

The River = Y6 

8. Our physical bodies 

and mental health, as 

well as adopting a 

positive mindset 

The Koala who Could – Reception  

The Boy who Sailed the World – Reception 

Max the Brave – Reception 

Me and My Amazing Family – Y1 

The Body Book – Y2 

The Hospital Dog – Y2 

Katie on the Case – Y2  

The Dot Y3/4 

Skellig – Y5 

Greta and the Giants – Y5 

Dear Earth – Y5 

Me and Mr P – Y6 

Small Steps – Y6 

9. Relationships and 

friendships 

Rhyming Rabbit – Reception  

The Girl and the Dinosaur – Reception  

One Day in the Eucalyptus, Eucalyptus Tree – Y1 

The Queen’s Nose – Y2 

The Night Bus Hero – Y3/4 
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All About Friends – Y3/4 

The Kid’s Book of Friends – Y3/4 

My Side of the Scarf – Y3/4 

When the Mountains Roared – Y5 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets – Y5 

Which Way to Anywhere – Y5 

Framed – Y5 

10.Inspirational people 

 

Real Superheroes – Reception  

Great Women who Saved the Planet – Y1 

Little People Big Dreams Series – Y2 

Adam Humphreys’ Great Adventurers – Y3/4 

Greta’s Story – Y5 

Old Enough to Save the Planet – Y5 

11.Must reads… Each Peach Pear Plum – Reception 

Whatever Next – Reception 

The Dinosaur who Pooped a Planet – Reception  

Lost and Found – Reception  

Supertato – Reception  

The Very Hungry Caterpillar – Reception  

Funny Bones – Y1 

Room on the Broom – Y1 

How to Catch a Dragon – Y1 

Little Red – Y1 

Meerkat Mail – Y1 

George’s Marvellous Medicine – Y2 
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The Penguin who Wanted to Find Out – Y2 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone – Y5 

Holes – Y6 

A Series of Unfortunate Events – Y6 

Millions – Y6 

The Wind and the Willows – Y6 
 

Poetry Texts/Books   Oi Frog – Reception 

If I were a Superhero – Reception 

Dinosaur, Dinosaur – Reception 

We are Britain – Y1 

Cornwall is my Homeland – Y1 

Apes to Zebras – Y1 

Christmas Poems – Y2 

Heard it in the Playground – Y2 

Where Zebras Go – Y2 

100 Best Christmas Poems for Children – Y3/4 

People Need People – Y3/4 

Water Sings Blue – Y3/4 

Poems Green and Blue – Y5 

Nature Poems: The National Trust Book of Poems – Y5 

If – Y5 

In Flanders Fields – Y6 

Money – Y6 

The River – Y6 
 


